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With the onset of the era of digital communication and creation, visual arts have transgressed
boundaries still scaffolding imaging after the repeated creative revolutions of the 20th century
(Manovich, 2012). A recent assessment of visual literacy in Hungary revealed the multimodal
nature of children’s visual language: traditional, digital or blended, static and dynamic with
multimedia elements, text and sound (Kárpáti and Gaul, 2012). Visual Culture Learning Groups
with multidisciplinary and collaboratively created works have replaced or rather expanded
individual creativity (Freedman et al., 2013). A preparatory study for the new Hungarian
curriculum of 2018, the Moholy-Nagy Visual Modules responds to the new child and youth “art”
through integrating major elements of the Common European Framework of Reference for
Visual Literacy (CEFR-VL, Schönau and Wagner, 2016) with the multimodal and intermedia
nature of the pedagogy of Laszlo Moholy-Nagy (1929, 1947) and George Kepes (1968, 1995),
whose legacy for public education the innovation project presented here hopes to actualise.

The CEFR-VL does not offer a list of skills and sub-skills – it describes an interrelated set of
competences, attitudes and situations that have responsive, (critical) and creative components,

articulated in situations – authentic contexts when visual literacy is needed for expression,
analysis or problem solving. The same procedure is used in planning and piloting the MoholyNagy Visual Modules. They may be used as customisable building blocks or alternative
scenarios for Visual culture, (the Hungarian art education discipline). Our modules are being
developed for Grades 1-11, ages 6-17 years and follow CEFR-VL in its social sensitivity and
affective focus – much needed in contemporary Hungarian society:
1) Multicultural visual communication: decoding and producing authentic messages;
2) The art of (social) media: integration of their values and linguistic features of with
traditional imaging;
3) Humanising the man-made environment;
4) Contemporary art as an expression of the individual and collective self: closing the
gap between creators and their young audience.
The presentation provides a futuristic view of Hungarian art education through presenting
results of the module pilots and assessment data underpinning the CEFR-VL.

