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The Benefits of the ENViL Situation Wheel 

Constructing authentic and complex assignments to enrich 
learning in Art Education
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● Competencies become visible in situations
● Competencies are acquired for and in situations.
● To analyse situations to discover overlooked 

competencies 

● Why not using situations to acquire competences
● On the base of situations we construct complex 

assignments
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● Students working on assignments / tasks is the central 
idea of Art Education

● a proper (complex, stimulating) assignment is half the 
battle

● the situation wheel is an easy to use tool for that 
purpose for teachers and their students as well
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Genre Juice package greeting card Concept Art

Tools, technique, 
media

drawing photograph / 
image 
manipulation

drawing

Persons children Grandparents Art Public

Occasion / time xmas Xmas Group exhibition on 
climate change

Place Supermarket, 
breakfast table

Fridge Art Museum

rhetoric low-cost traditional serious of course

actions / purpose selling to keep in touch be mentioned in a 
news paper
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Genre Juice package greeting card Concept Art

Tools, technique, 
media

by choice drawing drawing

Persons by choice Grandparents Art Public

Occasion / time xmas by choice solo exhibition

Place
Supermarket, 
breakfast table Fridge Art Museum

rhetoric
cheap, expensive, 
good value traditional by choice

actions / purpose present / gift to keep in touch
be mentioned in a 
news paper
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● The situation for learning in 
Visual Art is the visual art 
classroom

● Students produce school 
art.

● … authentic art education?

Background
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● easy finding ideas for assignments
● more or less open assignments (different degrees of 

individualization)
● no longer: one have done the assignment earlier than 

others
● Competences are to be seen as relevant (students, 

parents, colleagues …)
● Competences are acquired sustainably
● avoiding school art / making learning more authentic
● meeting the challenges which emerge because of 

digitalization



Franz Billmayer Universität Mozarteum, Salzburg ∙  The Benefits of the ENViL Situation Wheel

bilderlernen.atLearning through variations
Ferenc(e) Marton, Variationtheory

● using the categories of the situation 
wheel for identifying critical aspects

● understanding means to be conscious 
of critical aspects

●
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Thinking education in terms of competencies
means

thinking education in terms of usefulness. 
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For me as a visual art educator
this means

visual art education has to deal with 
the visual aspects of

multimodal communication.
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● what do you think

they thought their problem is / 
was?

● how did they understand their 
situation?
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