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The Hungarian
educational system

Secondary school types



The Hungarian final examination system

Secondary school leaving / final examinations at Grade 12, age 18-19

Required for university entrance at Intermediate or Advanced level

Five compulsory disciplines: Hungarian language and literature, Mathematics, 
History, Foreign Language and Science + 2-3 optionals. Visual Culture is optional. 

Oral and written examinations. 2-3 disciplines per day in May and June.



Final examinations in Visual Culture from 2016/17

• Intermediate level (arts and design universities do not require Advanced)  

• Written part: test in art appreciation and art history developed by the Office
of Education / Hungarian Ministry of Human Resources, time: 180 min.

• Oral part: discussion of a self-developed portfolio of works  Office of 
Education issues list of genres and media eligible for selection. 
Time: Works done at school in 3 months. 



ART HISTORY TEST SHEETS and 
image supplement



Types of works: art appreciation task in the test

Historic monuments from diverse cultures

Hungarian art treasures in other countries
 cultural nation

Scripts and designs



Types of works: art appreciation

Interdisciplinary and multimedia creations

Media 
genres



Structural
analyses



PORTFOLIO development and assessment

• The Office of Education / Ministry of Human Resources: list of 
portfolio assignments

• Five topics can be selected and one is for free choice 

• Developed during the last semester of secondary grammar school

• Assessed during an exhibition by internal and external evaluators



Student portfolio, 2017, Makó town, Hungary
Art teacher: Margit Maráczi



Student portfolio, Boy, 2017, Makó town, Hungary
Art teacher: Margit Maráczi



Student portfolio, Boy, 2017, 
Makó town, Hungary

Art teacher: Margit Maráczi



Student portfolio, Boy, 2017, Makó town, Hungary
Art teacher: Margit Maráczi

Work chosen 
by student



Portfolio assessment: competences
• Creative and expressive use of visual language

• Selection of expressive means (space, colour, composition)

• Representation of movement and time

• Expression of emotions

• Visual communication
• Visualisation of concepts and processes

• Communicating ideas and plans

• Employment of imaging techniques in relation to objectives / themes
• Traditional techniques

• Digital techniques

• Multimedia and intermedia



Student portfolio, 2017   Luca Pataki (girl), Budapest
Art teacher: Tímea Pók



Student portfolio, 2017   Luca Pataki (girl), Budapest. Art teacher: Tímea Pók



Student portfolio, 2017   Luca Pataki (girl), Budapest. Art teacher: Tímea Pók



Student portfolio, 2017   Luca Pataki (girl), Budapest. Art teacher: Tímea Pók

Work chosen 
by student



• Topics given by the Office of 
Education

• All works to be done at school

• Research, drafts and final work 
included logbook

• Internal evaluation first: art teachers 
an students reflect on the collection

• Jury assessment:  teacher(s) from 
another school (appointed by the 
Office of Education)

For graduates before 2016: project based assessment

Similar structure: International 
Baccalaureate / Art 

http://www.ibo.org/diploma/curriculum/group6/


Dutch-Hungarian
Art Exam Project
1992-98

Diagnostic Assessment of 
Spatial ability project 2001-2005

Basic Examination in Art
1995-2000



The National Art Contest preserves project based assessment

Logbook on working process

Criterium-oriented assessment

Expert agreement
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